
 

Newsletter- week ending 15 June 2018 

To the Rangi Whanau and Community,  

I would like to share a piece written on the “Dance with me in the Heart” (Penny 

Brownlee) website. 

“We don’t stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop 

playing” (George Bernard Shaw). 

When we adults take time out to blow bubbles we get the idea that play is 

something we choose because we want to do it.  We stay at it as long as we want 

to.  No one is going to tell us we must stay there “until the bell goes”.  No one is 

going to test us on it.  Because we can get lost in the activity we have chosen, we 

enter a timeless state sometimes called “flow”.  We are totally present, we are not 

worrying about what comes next, and our brain aligns its electromagnetic 

frequency with those of our heart – we are in the optimum state known as “heart 

coherence”.  And that’s how it is for our children too.  So please, let them play.  And 

if you are a parent reading this, that will mean turning off all the screens at your 

place for play time. 

Our belief, here at Rangi Ruru Preschool, is that ‘Play’ is children’s work, and it is the 

firm foundation upon which all learning takes place.  We don’t get to say this as 

much as we would like – but thank you to our families for embracing our philosophy, 

allowing our centre to embrace play as a tool to ignite each child’s learning 

interests and in supporting our teachers to follow those varied interests on the, 

sometimes very winding, roads they take us on. 

Warm regards, 

Linda 

 

MATARIKI BREAKFAST 

Remember ‘Breakfast at Preschool’ on Monday (18th June). 

We will be celebrating Matariki and the Winter Solstice. 

The breakfast will be from 7.45 am on Monday 18th June, and hopefully this means 

that many of you can join us, and then head off to work and school. 

We will be supplying breakfast – toast, weetbix, cornflakes, muffins and pikelets, 

along with some liquid refreshments. 

Please come along and start the day with a nourishing breakfast and an enjoyable 

time with us. 



Thanks to many of you for advising that you can join us.  We will have plenty of food, 

so for those of you who have not RSVP’d please feel free to come along! 

 

FAMILY & WHANAU QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

A huge thank you to those of you who have already returned our family & Whanau 

Questionnaire.   

 

We are committed to providing you and your child the best learning environment 

possible; your thoughts, ideas and concerns are really valued by our team. 

 

The purpose of the Questionnaire is to gain evidence around which elements of the 

programme you value the most for your child’s teaching and learning.  Our team 

strives to make any programme changes in response to children’s needs and family 

aspirations, and your input will be used to inform self-assessment and internal 

evaluation that our team undertakes.   We also hope to be able to use some of the 

findings, and perhaps comments (with your consent) in marketing our centre to the 

wider community. 

 

I notice there are still some forms in children’s information pockets (in the foyer), and 

if you have misplaced yours, there are still copies on the desk in the foyer. 

 

 

INQUIRY LEARNING – What’s been happening here at Rangi Ruru lately? 

Cooking 

Cooking with the children is a regular event, 

here at Rangi Ruru.  Recently our baking has 

involved baking biscuits in the shape of 

Planets, stars and other elements from the 

Solar System – a great tie in with some of the 

inquiry learning the children are driving at 

present. Baking and other cooking activities 

are not just about making food, they are 

science in action; help to lay down basic 

mathematics skills; reading and time-telling 

skills; encourage healthy food choices; build 

confidence and creativity; enhance communication and build strong relationships 

with others and of course they provide all of us the opportunity for fun and laughter!  

Korowai Cloak 

Last week the children and teachers worked together to make a Korowai, a feather 

cloak, as part of our celebration of Matariki – the Maori New Year. 

http://www.rangirurupreschool.nz/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/baking.jpg


At circle time we all coloured paper feather 

in beautiful colours – every feather looked 

different from all the others. The sharing of 

resources was amazing, with so many 

requests to “please swap colours” or “Could I 

borrow that after you.” 

Each feather was laminated, cut out and 

attached to our fabric.  We were testing out 

how a cloak would look. We wanted to show 

off our hard work and Freddie quickly offered 

to wear the cloak out in the big school.  We 

visited Dr Hastie’s Office (the school Principal) to see her real feather Korowai that 

was gifted to Rangi Ruru Girl’s School. We showed our cloak off around the school, 

and gained huge smiles from everyone we passed. 

This week we began screen printing and painting fabric feathers (in the school art 

department), for a more permanent Korowai to link our children and families 

together and keep as a taonga or treasure for the preschool.  Thanks to Jonti’s Mum, 

Libby, for all your enthusiasm.  We love our time in the art studios! 

All things space and beyond 

The children have been very animated about this topic!  We have gone on an 

amazing adventure researching, creating art work, learning new songs and writing 

stories to assist in investigating our theories about the worlds and galaxy around us. 

The children have been requesting the songs that relate to space and sharing and 

demonstrating their information’s freely. It has been an absolute joy to see certain 

children stepping up and actively leading discussions, sharing their knowledge and 

testing their theories.  We have seen some amazing scaffolding of other children’s 

knowledge and interest occurring.  Our learning is beginning to branch out into 

discussions around solids, liquids and gases – this will likely lead us into some 

discussions around the periodic table and the elements that related to what our 

planets are made from. 

Yesterday we received a very special parcel in the post.  Cheryl found a website 

that was able to supply us with an inflatable Solar System.  We took great joy (and 

quite a few giggles!) in watching Keri blow these up, Linda struggling to get the 

umbrella’s down from the ceiling, and Keri working out the order in which to hang 

the Planets from the roof. 

We really appreciate the time and energy many families are putting into supporting 

this learning at home.  Having this amount of support for a topic of interest really 

does extend the children’s learning in so many new ways; it enables them to 

consolidate their learning and to show what a competent learner, they are, when 

sharing information with family members. Jo posted the “Earth turns around” video 

on our Facebook page, so that you can sing along with your children at home. 
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Remember we share information about weekly events on our website 

www.rangirurupreschool.nz – About Us – News and on our Facebook page. 

 

PLASTIC FREE JULY 

The children’s knowledge of environmental issues is growing day by day. Our focus 

on collecting rubbish during May, has led to a greater awareness of what we can 

and cannot recycle and what we can return to the Earth, as organic matter. 

It’s wonderful to already see a reduction in the amount of non-recyclable items 

coming in via lunchboxes.  A big thankyou to many of you who have purchased 

new reusable containers – please remember to name each of these! 

We are coming up to “Plastic free July” and we are challenging ourselves to 

produce less non-recyclable rubbish over the month.  We need you to play your part 

– please refrain from as many packaged items as you can (bulk buying and small 

containers helps with this), and glad wrap. 

This is a centre wide challenge – we need your support! 

     

SPACES AVAILABLE 

Thanks to those families who have made increases to their bookings and making 

better use of their 20 hours ECE.  We still have spaces available across the week but 

these are filling again.  We are still happy to offer another free session to families who 

have not taken this up yet.  These would be available on a Tuesday, Wednesday or 

Thursday. 

 

PRESCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE 

We hope you have taken the time to check out our new centre Facebook page.  If 

you are accessing via an internet or Facebook search for @rangirurupreschool, to find 

the page easily. 

The page has our Yellow RR logo  If you get this, you know you are on the 

right page. 



Please make sure you Like  , the page and share our posts with friends and family.  

The more we can get our amazing learning out there, the better. 

Even better, leave a review of what we do, your child’s learning experiences and how 

you feel about being part of this community. 

We continue to offer you a ‘friends and family’ credit of $100 if anyone enrols based 

on your introduction. 

 

Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oranga o te katoa 

Let’s work together for the wellbeing of us all 

 

Ngā mihi nui  

Linda & the team from Rangi Ruru 


